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Bill Type and Number:    Ordinance 2017-667
Sponsor: Council Member Gulliford
Date of Introduction: September 27, 2017
Committee(s) of Reference: NCSPHS, R, LUZ
Date of Analysis: September 28, 2017
Type of Action: Ordinance Amendment
Bill Summary: This bill amends Section 656.401(e) (Care Centers/Day Care Centers), Subpart A (Performance Standards and Development Criteria), Part 4 (Supplementary Regulations), Chapter 656 (Zoning Code), Ordinance Code, to change the distance a sexual predator can reside from 2,500 feet to 1,500; and amends Section 685.102 (Sexual Predators Residency Requirements) Chapter 685 (Sexual Offender and Sexual Predator Regulation), Ordinance Code, to change the distance a sexual predator can reside from 2,500 feet to 1,500.
Background Information:  According to the Florida Department of Law Enforcement (FDLE), there are 2173 sexual offenders and predators living in Duval County, as of the summary date. These perpetrators are required to register their residence with FDLE; and are prohibited from living within 1,000 feet of a school, child care facility, park or playground. The City of Jacksonville is reducing the area of protection from the current 2,500 feet to 1,500 feet; and expands the list of facilities to include schools, public libraries, day care centers, parks, playgrounds, or other locations where children regularly congregate, pursuant to Section 685.102.
In an effort to discourage the increase of predators as transients which poses a public health concern; and maintain traceable information on registered predators, after January 1, 2018, all new day care centers are required to be a minimum of  1,500 feet from a lawfully registered sexual predator’s residence. The Planning and Development Department (PDD) will provide the center applicant a neighborhood search map, utilizing the FDLE database, to determine if any residences are within the radius of the proposed location site.

Policy Impact: Day Care Centers, Public Safety, Sexual Predators Residency Requirements
Fiscal Impact: Undetermined
Analyst: Mitchell
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